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THE MEDIA – ALLGEMEINE HINWEISE

Die sich in permanentem Umbruch befindliche 
Medienlandschaft und die damit verbundenen Aus­
wirkungen auf das Individuum und die Gesellschaft 
stellen die Kerninhalte des Themenfeldes The Media 
dar.
Neben den traditionellen Medien – Presse, Rundfunk 
und Fernsehen – haben in den vergangenen Jahr­
zehnten moderne Medien die globale Medienland­
schaft neu definiert und bieten den Schülerinnen 
und Schülern zahlreiche Möglichkeiten, Informatio­
nen zu finden, zu verarbeiten und zu teilen. Dieser 
Wandel vollzieht sich mit großer Geschwindigkeit 
und bietet mit der Demokratisierung und Indivi­
dualisierung der Mediennutzung nicht nur einen 
erleichterten Zugang zu Medien und neue Wege zu 
deren Nutzung, sondern stellt zugleich die gesamte 
Gesellschaft vor neue Herausforderungen und Prob­
leme. Die Manipulation von Daten und Meinungen, 
die Verbreitung von Falsch- und Fehlinformationen 
sowie der Missbrauch personenbezogener Daten 

stellen nur einige Beispiele für die Schattenseiten 
dieser dynamischen und sich einer effektiven Kon­
trolle weitgehend entziehenden Entwicklung und 
Neuordnung der Medienlandschaft dar.
Im Englischunterricht der Kursstufe können die 
Schülerinnen und Schüler bereits auf umfangreiche 
Erfahrungen mit der Nutzung unterschiedlicher Me­
dien zurückgreifen. Durch kritisches Reflektieren der 
eigenen Erfahrungen in der Auseinandersetzung mit 
den Erfahrungen anderer wird im unterrichtlichen 
Kontext das Bewusstsein für die Möglichkeiten und 
Gefahren der Mediennutzung geschärft. 
Im Ergebnis des Fremdsprachenunterrichts erweitern 
die Schülerinnen und Schüler nicht nur ihr Wissen 
und ihre Kenntnisse über die Nutzung, Anwendung 
und Gefahren verschiedener Medien, sondern re­
flektieren die eigene Mediennutzung immer wieder 
kritisch und streben einen bewussten und sicheren 
Umgang mit Medien an.

THE MEDIA
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ERHÖHTES ANFORDERUNGSNIVEAU

Watching Fox News can be like entering an alternative universe. […]
Given the steady stream of misinformation an avid Fox News consumer is subjected to, 

the viewers – predominantly elderly, white and Donald Trump-supporting – are sometimes 
written off as lost causes by Democrats and progressives, but according to a new study, there 
is still hope.

In an unusual, and labor intensive, project, two political scientists paid a group of regular 
Fox News viewers to instead watch CNN for a month. At the end of the period, the researchers 
found surprising results; some of the Fox News watchers had changed their minds on a range 
of key issues, including the US response to coronavirus and Democrats’ attitude to police.

The findings suggest that political perspectives can be changed – but also reveals the 
influence partisan media has on viewers’ ideology.

Polls have previously shown that viewers of Fox News, the most-watched cable news 
channel in the US, are far more likely to believe the false claim that the 2020 presidential 
election was stolen than the average American, and are more likely to believe falsehoods 
about Covid-19.

The extent of the network’s influence on American politics was highlighted this week, 
with a report that Joe Biden has privately referred to Rupert Murdoch, the owner of Fox 
News, as “the most dangerous man in the world” and “one of the most destructive forces in 
the United States”.

David Broockman and Joshua Kalla, political scientists at the University of California, 
Berkeley and Yale university, respectively, paid 304 regular Fox News viewers $15 an hour to 
instead watch up to seven hours of CNN a week during the month of September 2020. The 
switchers were given regular news quizzes to make sure they were indeed watching CNN, 
while a control group of Fox News viewers continued with their regular media diet.

[…]
By the end of September, the CNN watchers were less likely to agree that: “It is an 

overreaction to go out and protest in response to the police shooting of Jacob Blake in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin” and less likely to believe that: “If Joe Biden is elected President, we’ll 
see many police get shot by Black Lives Matter activists”, when compared with their peers 
who continued watching Fox News.

The CNN switchers were also, as Bloomberg’s Matthew Yglesias reported, 10 points 
less likely to believe that Joe Biden supporters were happy when police officers get shot, and 
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What happens when a group of Fox News viewers watch CNN for a 
month?
by Adam Gabbatt
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11 points less likely to believe that it is “more important for the President to focus on violent 
protests than the coronavirus pandemic”.

In addition, the CNN viewers were 13 points less likely than the Fox News viewers to 
agree that: “If Joe Biden is elected President, we’ll see many more police get shot by Black 
Lives Matter activists.”

In an email interview, Kalla said he and Broockman had not necessarily expected 
people’s opinions to change.

“I think the most surprising finding is that shifting people’s media diets from Fox News to 
CNN for a month had any effect,” Kalla said. “People who watch cable news tend to be very 
politically engaged and have strong opinions about politics, limiting the impact of the media. 
Similarly, they also tend to be strong partisans who might not trust any source not associated 
with their party.” 

The people in the experiment, Kalla said, were “overwhelmingly pro-Trump Republicans”. 
Given Trump had spent much of his presidency bashing CNN – a regular chant at his rallies 
was “CNN sucks!” – the results are particularly surprising.

“A lot of people might expect this audience to completely resist what CNN had to say, 
but we see people learning what CNN was reporting and changing their attitudes, too. It is 
therefore surprising that watching CNN had any impact at all in this experiment,” Kalla said.

Fox News, and liberal networks, can influence their viewers through “agenda-setting” 
– covering a certain topic relentlessly – and “framing”, Kalla said – by emphasizing certain 
aspects of an issue.

Kalla and Broockman were particularly interested in a third method of influencing: 
“partisan coverage filtering” – which they defined in the study as the process where “partisan 
outlets selectively report information, leading viewers to learn a biased set of facts”.

They gave a hypothetical example of how news channels might cover a war. In the 
example, CNN might cover the cost of the war and the number of military personnel and 
civilians who died. Fox News, on the other hand, could focus on the severity of the threat that 
Trump’s military campaign had countered, and feature stories of liberated civilians welcoming 
American soldiers.

“This leaves viewers of each network with different factual understandings of the conflict, 
and subsequently different levels of support for the conflict and the president,” Broockman 
and Kalla wrote.

Most of the CNN switchers stuck to the length of the task, according to the study. But 
once it was over, and the $15 an hour was taken away, “viewers returned to watching Fox 
News”, Kalla said.
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While the study proved that people are susceptible – at least under the right conditions – 
to different political opinions, in the longer-term the skewing of media has had a broader, and 
negative, impact on the way the US functions, Kalla said.

“When politicians do something bad, we hope that voters will punish them, irregardless 
of their party – otherwise, politicians won’t have to work hard to make our lives better in order 
to keep their jobs,” Kalla said.

“However, this type of behavior becomes less possible if the media engages in partisan 
coverage filtering. If CNN doesn’t cover bad things Democrats do or good things Republicans 
do, and if Fox News doesn’t cover bad things Republicans do or good things Democrats do, 
then voters become less likely to learn this information and less able to hold their elected 
officials accountable.

“This is troubling for the functioning of a healthy democracy.”
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What happens when a group of Fox News viewers watch CNN for a month?

Assigments

1.	 Point out the set-up and the outcome of the experiment. 
2.	 Analyse how the author makes his text credible and convincing.
3.	 Choose one of the following tasks:
3.1	 “This is troubling for the functioning of a healthy democracy.” (l. 79)

Taking the quotation as a starting point, comment on the impact of the media on US 
democracy. 
or

3.2	 Your school is taking part in a writing competition initiated by The Guardian. You are 
to submit an article on the changing British media landscape in which you discuss the 
following statement: “The decline of print media means the end of journalism.”
Write the article.


