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GLOBAL CHANCES AND CHALLENGES – ALLGEMEINE HINWEISE

Für die Schülerinnen und Schüler der Kursstufe 

des Gymnasiums ist ein umfassendes Verständ

nis der globalen Probleme Voraussetzung für das 

Ent wickeln, Beurteilen und Werten von Lösungs

ansätzen. Dabei können sie bereits auf fundierte 

Kenntnisse aus anderen Fächern zurückgreifen. Quer

verbindungen bestehen insbesondere zu den Inhal

ten der Fächer Sozialkunde, Geografie und Biologie.

Im Unterricht können die bestehenden Sachkennt

nisse vertieft, aktualisiert und mit den fremdspra

chenspezifischen Diskurskompetenzen verknüpft 

werden. Das Thema Global Chances and Challenges 

ist somit hervorragend geeignet, um den Schülerin

nen und Schülern eine Plattform zur Meinungsäuße

rung sowohl im mündlichen als auch im schriftlichen 

Bereich zu geben. Der Umstand, dass gerade die 

junge Generation von den Folgen aktueller Krisen un

mittelbar betroffen ist, verdeutlicht die Relevanz des 

Themenfeldes und schafft Motivation.

Ein zentraler Aspekt des Themenfeldes Global 

Chances and Challenges ist das Konzept der Nach

haltigkeit. Dabei bedeutet Nachhaltigkeit, dass die 

gegenwärtige Generation so lebt, dass die Lebens

bedingungen kommender Generationen möglichst 

nicht negativ beeinflusst werden. 

Vor dem Hintergrund einer nach wie vor wachsenden 

Weltbevölkerung bei gleichzeitig schrumpfenden 

Ressourcen und der globalen Klimakrise ist Nachhal

tigkeit damit zu einer Kern und Zukunftsaufgabe der 

Menschheit geworden. Da sich die wirtschaftlichen, 

sozialen und ökologischen Krisen unseres Planeten 

zunehmend in globalem Maßstab äußern, können 

diese auch nur durch gemeinsame, internationale 

Anstrengungen bewältigt werden.

Eng verbunden mit dem Aspekt der Nachhaltigkeit 

sind aktuelle Entwicklungen im Bereich von Wissen

schaft und Technik. Einerseits haben wissenschaftli

che Erkenntnisse und innovative Technologien immer 

wieder Impulse zur Lösung von Menschheitsproble

men gesetzt, andererseits sind deren Langzeitfolgen 

oft schwer überschaubar und verlangen nach einer 

kritischen Auseinandersetzung. 

GLOBAL CHANCES AND CHALLENGES
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GRUNDLEGENDES ANFORDERUNGSNIVEAU

From the red-eared slider turtle, cockatoo and falcon to the yellow-cheeked gibbon, 
capuchin monkey and orangutan, nothing is too much for those demanding unusual pets 

in India. But it was the sight of three kangaroos wandering the streets of West Bengal’s 

Jalpaiguri district in April that brought home the extent of the country’s exotic pet trade.
The malnourished kangaroos were intercepted after tipoffs from local residents. One 

of the rescued marsupials later died, while the remaining two are recovering and will be 

rehomed at a nearby zoo.

A senior forestry official told the Indian Express at the time: “We are surprised as to who 
brought these kangaroos here, and how. We suspect they were being smuggled to Nepal.”

[…]

According to a report by TRAFFIC India, more than 70,000 native and exotic wild animals 
were seized at India’s airports between 2011 and 2020, with many featured on the IUCN

1
 red 

list and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) appendices. The most common non-native species seized was the red-eared 
slider turtle, followed by the Chinese pond turtle.
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Kangaroos in the street and a suitcase of iguanas: India’s exotic 
pet problem
by Kalpana Sunder

Abandoned marsupials and other trafficked species reveal the country’s growing illegal trade, 
driven by a desire for exclusive and costly status symbols

Forest officials in West Bengal rescued three kangaroos, allegedly being smuggled to Nepal. One later died. 
Photograph: Courtesy Belakoba Forest Range Office

1
 IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature
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The exotic animals are sold in markets and pet shops across India, as well as online. A 
two-year study found as many as 84 exotic reptile species were traded in India between 2018 
and 2020.

“India is both a source and destination of illegal wildlife trade, and is at times a transit route, 

too,” says Jose Louies, head of wildlife crime control at the Wildlife Trust of India. “The exotic 

animal trade into India is driven by the demand of people who would like to own something 

exclusive and costly, as a style or status symbol, with disregard for their natural habitat. Most of 

the animals end up in a zoo, as the country of origin may not repatriate them.”

Dr Saket Badola, head of TRAFFIC India, says: “The number and diversity of exotic species 
being smuggled into India has surprised everyone. We attribute it to the growing number of 

Indians with disposable incomes and the influence of social media, where people are exposed 
to exotic species being kept as pets around the world.”

Traffickers are exploiting a loophole in India’s 1978 Wildlife Protection Act, which protects 
native species but does not cover imported or exotic species. Trade in any exotic species listed 

by CITES is allowed only with import and export licences, certificates and permissions from 
appropriate authorities. However, the animal may be freely traded once it has entered India.

In June 2020, India’s ministry of environment, forest and climate change offered amnesty 
to Indians in possession of exotic species without documentation. More than 32,000 people 

declared animals, including kangaroos, iguanas and lemurs, according to a report by IndiaSpend, 

a data-driven journalism initiative.

“The concerns with this illegal trade are manifold,” says Badola. “Besides threatening 

the species in their natural habitat, they can spread zoonotic diseases as they travel across 

the globe, carrying pathogens and viruses not seen in this part of the world. Lots of invasive 

imported species can threaten the local species, too.

Most of the illegal shipments come via air, as many species are very expensive. To minimise 

losses they are hidden in plastic boxes and bottles, in hand baggage, checked baggage or air 

cargo. Others that come by land are trafficked through the porous borders with Myanmar, 
Bangladesh and Nepal.”

Many animals that are seized are repatriated, but if their country of origin is unclear, they 

are quarantined, then sent to local zoos or wildlife parks.

“The major concern is that invasive species that reach the country as part of this international 

trade could impact our biodiversity,” says Louies.

TRAFFIC is working with customs officers at airports, training staff to be aware of illegal 
contraband beyond gold or narcotics. They have also developed an online course about the 

wildlife trade, including relevant laws, red flags to watch out for at airports and how to handle 
seizures of dangerous species.

Campaigners hope that the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021 will be passed by 
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the Indian parliament this year, increasing the number of species protected under the law.

“The proposed amendment empowers the government to regulate or prohibit the import, 

trade, possession or proliferation of invasive alien species which pose a threat to the wildlife 

or habitat,” says Debadityo Sinha of the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy.

But, he adds: “The proposed definition of ‘invasive alien species’ is limited to only species 
which are not native to India. Ideally, this definition should include any species not native 
to the geographical range. We have many examples which indicate that species from one 

geographic area can become invasive and pose a threat to local biodiversity when introduced 

to other geographic areas within the country.”

788 words

Kalpana Sunder. Kangaroos in the street and a suitcase of iguanas: India’s exotic pet problem. 
The Guardian. 07.06.2022. 

Zugriff von https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/07/kangaroos-in-the-street-and-a-

suitcase-of-iguanas-india-exotic-pet-problem-aoe am 18.10.2022
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Kangaroos in the street and a suitcase of iguanas: India’s exotic pet problem

Assigments

1. Outline the different dangers and the measures taken to tackle the problem dealt with 
in the article. 

2. Analyse how the author raises awareness for the problem. Focus on structure, language 
and the photograph.

3. Choose one of the following tasks:

3.1 “The exotic animal trade into India is driven by the demand of people who would like to 

own something exclusive and costly, as a style or status symbol …” (ll. 20–22)

 Using the quotation as a starting point, discuss whether pets, especially exotic ones, 

are an unsustainable luxury today.

or
3.2 You are taking part in an international youth conference on biodiversity at which you are 

to give a speech.

 Write a speech arguing that the extinction of insects is an urgent problem and that 

individuals and society need to act. 


